
Search this site...  

Public News Service - WV

April 2009

Budget Policy & Priorities

Children's Issues

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault

Family/Father Issues

Livable Wages/Working Families

Download audio

Print this article

Email This article

 

  

  

 

OFFICES

Boulder Office
3980 Broadway Suite 103 Box
139
Boulder, CO 80304
Phone: 303.448.9105
Toll free: 888.891.9416
Fax: 208.247.1830

Boise Office
1810 West State Street #420
Boise, ID 83702
Toll free: 888.891.9416
Fax: 208.247.1830

STAFF LIST

Lark Corbeil
Managing Editor
Contact

David Crandall
Business Manager
Contact

Susan Green
Development Director
Contact

Mary Hulsebus
Executive Administator
Contact

Deb Courson
Editor
Contact

Skip Wood
Editor

 

 

Home » April 2009

State Could Expand Unemployment And Help

Families, For Free

April 6, 2009

Charleston, WV - West Virginia lawmakers are

proposing to use only $11 million of the $33

million in unemployment funding available

through the federal stimulus. Some church and

family groups say expanding unemployment

coverage enough to use the rest of the stimulus

money would be a good idea, because it

wouldn't cost the state anything for the first

seven years. They will discuss the issue this

morning at a media conference at 10:30 a.m. in

the Governor's Conference Room at the State

Capitol.

A bill likely to pass the Legislature would change the way the state decides who

makes enough to qualify for unemployment. However, it would draw down only

one-third of the federal unemployment money designated to stimulate the

economy in West Virginia.

While he says changing unemployment qualifications is a good first step, Paul

Miller with the West Virginia Center on Budget and Policy urges the state to

expand the program enough to get the rest of the money.

"Unemployment insurance benefits are really one of the greatest economic

stimulators we have. Every dollar spent in unemployment insurance generates an

additional $1.64 in economic activity."

To get the rest of the funding, the state would have to make more changes, which

might include covering some part-time workers, allowing coverage for people who

leave their jobs for family emergencies or for job training, and enacting a

$15-a-week benefit per child for jobless people with dependents.

Critics of expanding unemployment warn that the federal money is a one-time

payment, while the expansion could be permanent. However, the Center on

Budget and Policy spokesman says there is enough stimulus money to cover this

expansion for the next seven years, and West Virginia could end the expansions

after the money runs out.

"At the end of seven years, the federal government has left open the option to

retract those reforms, if the state deems them too expensive."

Public News Service http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/8517-1

1 of 2 4/6/2009 1:40 PM



Contact

  

Domestic violence and children's advocates like the family-crisis provision and the

allowance for dependents. Jim McKay with Prevent Child Abuse West Virginia

says financial stress and unemployment put a lot of strain on at-risk families. He

says it makes sense to soften the blows when families have problems.

"Domestic violence could cause them to lose their position and lose their jobs. The

unemployment insurance expansion would go a long way toward helping the

children, keeping them safe."

Dan Heyman, Public News Service - WV
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