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Too Great a Burden is a report from
Families USA on healthcare costs

Health costs hit West Virginians hard

By Cecelia Mason

Download MP3

May 13, 2009 · Speaker Nancy

Pelosi is promising the House will

have a major health care bill on

the floor by July, and the

organization Families USA says

reform is long over due.

The organization just released

statistics showing health care

costs place an increasing burden

on West Virginians. 

 

West Virginians are spending considerably more on health care than

they did nine years ago according to a report released this week

by Families USA.

 

Ron Pollack, Executive Director, said the number of West Virginians

under age 65 spending more than 10 percent of their income on

health care increased almost 50 percent since 2000. There was a

similar increase for those spending more than 25 percent of their

income on health care.

 

Pollock said four out of five of these people actually have health

insurance coverage.

 

“As our findings made clear, high health care costs are not just the

problem of the uninsured. More and more families with insurance

are affected by rising health care costs and for many the burden of

these costs is becoming too great to bear.”

 

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care is a non profit

organization concerned about the high cost of health care.

 

Renate Pore, President, said families in this state are especially hard

hit because the median household income is about $40,000 a year,

and 10 percent of that is $4,000.

 

“Now it doesn’t take hardly anything for somebody to spend $4,000

on health care,” Pore said.

 

“Or at 25 percent it would be $10,000, which anybody who has one

or more chronic conditions or a catastrophic health care event will
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More students, parents charging

college on credit cards
By Cecelia Mason

The credit card accountability and

responsibility act pending in

Congress would restrict companies

from offering credit to anyone under

21 without a parent or guardian’s

consent or without proof the debt

can be paid.

West Virginia’s population less

diverse, older
By Emily Corio

According to the U.S. Census

Bureau, West Virginia’s population is

among the oldest in the nation.

Battle of the cell phone ringtones
By Erica Peterson

Sound is a powerful medium, and

one that has been used by

environmentalists and coal

promoters alike.

WVU to improve student health

services
By Ben Adducchio

West Virginia University is taking

steps to integrate its health services

departments and wants to build a

new Wellness Center that will offer

comprehensive health care to all

WVU students.

Health costs hit West Virginians hard
By Cecelia Mason

Speaker Nancy Pelosi is promising

the House will have a major health

care bill on the floor by July, and the

organization Families USA says

reform is long over due.
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